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Saulmon Picked to Head Arlington School Board

By NANCY BECKHAM
Star Statf Writer

Arlington School Board mem-
ber William M. Graham sharply
criticized what he termed “a
concession tosmokefilled
rooms” as the board elected Dr.
Ernest E. Saulmon as its chair-
man last night.

Graham absented himself
from the board room during the
election to protest his exclusion
from informal discussion which
resulted in the election of Saul-
mon. He said he was protesting
the method of selecting Saulmon
rather than the choice.

Saulmon, who is a veterinari-
an, was absent from the meeting
on a business trip abroad.

Contacted after the meeting,
|Henry St. John FitzGerald, who
|officially joined the board Iast
inight, said he was notified of

Saulmon’s selection ““in the

same way Graham was’” —in a
telephone call from Homer Lee
Krout, a board member, solicit-
ing his opinion. FitzGerald nomi-
nated Krout as vice chairman
last night.

Spicer Did Not Seek Jobh

Dr. John Reed Spicer acknowl-
edged that in the board’s tradi-
tion of rotating the chairman-
ship, he would have been next in
line. He had served as chairman
for two months, filling the unex-
pired term of Preston C. Caruth-
ers, who was appointed to the
state board of education.

“However,” Spicer said at the
meeting, “I have not sought it
(the chairmanship)” and recent-
ly, he said, “I have felt very
clearly that I should not take the
position.” He did not elaborate.

Graham said he hoped his ex-
clusion from the pre-meeting
discussions “is a highly personal
slight” because ‘‘otherwise, po-
litical considerations are suspect
and this would be an unfortunate
new precedent for the conduct of
ifhe business of the school sys-
em.”’

Graham is the only Democrat
on the board, but observers said
partisan political considerations
were probably not involved.

Graham Rejoins Meeting

There was little dissension
during the rest of the meeting,
in which Graham participated.
At the end, Krout said, “eachof
the hoard members 1s a capable
individual ... I don’t think that
we are out of accord.”

The board settled a long-
standing dispufe when it agreed

to turn over to the county board
funds from the state’s condem-
nation of the Hoffman-Boston
school site for the widening of

Shirley Highway. The school
board said it hoped the county
board would earmark the funds
for school construction.

In the past, there has been
sharp disagreement between the
boards over who administers the
proceeds from the sale of school
lands.

In other business, the board
approved final plans for the in-
novative Thomas Jefferson Jun-
ior High School and Recreation
Center and decided to ask the
county board to liberalize retire-
ment benefits for school em-
ployes in line with recent im-
provements in the county em-
ployes’ retirement system.



