News
http://www.newspapers.com/image/26086901

http://www.newspapers.com/image-pdf.php?id=26086901&height=132...

Alton Evening Telegraph (Alton, Illinois) - Wed, Mar 22, 1972 - Page 23

Printed on Sep 8, 2014

Telegraph Medill Service

WASHINGTON — Qlinois
cattle herds have been cer-
tified free of brucellosls in all
but a few countles, but Tllinois
“still has a lot of work to
do" toward eradicating the
disease in swine, an
Agriculture Departme nt
spokesman said.

Dr. Edward Schilf, senior
staff velermarlan in the
department's division of cattle
diseases, said only a few
cattle herds in west central
and southern Illinais counties
have not yet heen certified
brucellosis-free.

Brucellosis, commonly
known as undulant (fever,
afflicts meat packers and
farmers, the spokesman said,

but cannot be transmitted
through meat consumed.

In humans, the disease
praduces flu-like symptoms
and chronic depression, Schilf
said, In days when it was
more common, he sald, it
used to be a large cause of
aborlion in women.
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Most ecattle 1n
Illinois are free
of brucellosis

1f the United States Is 1n

achieve 1{is Dec. 81, 1975,
eradication pgoal, the
caoperalive State-federal
swine brucellosis program
must be stepped up, Dr.
Ernest E. Sauimon, deputy
administratar of USDA's
Animal and Plant [ealth
Service, said.

Saulmoen said that although
fewer than one per cent of
swine tested are {nfected,
over 65 per cent of the human
cases af undulant fever in-
volve infected swine.

By the end of the last year,
Saulmon said. caltle in more
than 54 per cent of the
counties in the Unjted States,
Puerin Rico and the Virgin
Islands were cerlified
brucellosis-free. He added
that the inlensified program
for bruccllosis eradleation In
swine would be similar to the
program for caltle.

States are developing plans
for a Market Swine Iden-
tification program that will
make it possible to test swine
for the disease at the market
or at slanghler. If the lests
show an anpimal Is infected,
the owner will be informed
that the disease was identified
in his marketed hogs. State-
federal veterinarians will then
work with the owner to free
the herd of brucellosls.
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