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USDA Hopeful
Jorse Disease
s Confained

BILLINGS, Mont, (AP--The
(7S, Department of Agriculture]
is caufiously oplimistic that the
irecenl outbreak of Venezuelan
cequine  éncephalomyelilis, a
dreaded horse disease, has been
|contained, a deputy adminisira-
\or said Sa!urdqy

""We want o be oplimistic, but
you hate to stick your neck
out," sald Dr. E. E. Saulmon
at an informational conference
with state velerinarians from
five weslern slales.

“It now Jooks like the stulf
has heen slopped,” he said.
1“We haven’t had a confirmed
case since July 27.”

! Since the first confirmed case
July 9 in Brownsville, Texas,!
federal officials have registered|

a tolal of 59 cases, all within 11
Lount es in T'exas, Saulmen gaid.

"I suspeclt we have VEE in
our horse populalion in south-
Ern Texas,” Saulmon said.
"What this means ‘1 just don't|
kuow. My guess is thal we are!
Roing fo have fo live will) it.
{just hope we can come tp with
: a good vaceine.”

Bul Dr. John Safford, Mon-
fana stale velerinarian, said he
would not allow (he VEE vac-|
ciie o be wsed, Others at the
conference concurred,

“TYe cannot live with our cen-
science if we allow the disease
inlo he state,” Safford said.

Saulmen said he has not heard
of any cases.in which the vae-
cine has induced the discase.

Saulmon' said the govern-
ment’s efforts to slop fhe dis-]
case by vaccinations and spray-
ing in 11 southwestern sfales
would cost $l7b uullmn
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